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  Yardley Village News     
 

September 2013 
 

Message from the President 
 
Labor Day approaches and the end of summer is suddenly 
upon us.  The welcome signs of fall are in the air.  They 
include a little briskness in the early hours of the morning; 
dusk arriving before dinner and the quiet of a Sunday 
evening because Monday is a school day for the 
grandchildren.  Isn’t it great that every season seems to 
have its own particular highlights?  As each season comes 
to an end, I seem to anticipate the one that is coming.  
The only problem is that they seem to come and go so fast 
these days. 
 
With the recent passing of Dick Mortimer, our friend and 
fellow Council member, it was necessary for Council to 
identify a willing and able Yardley resident to fill this seat 
through April, 2015.   Fortunately for Council, and also to 
Yardley Village’s benefit, we were able to convince Rex 
Cassel to be that person.  For those of you who do not 
know Rex, he and his wife Joyce are original owners of 
their home at 1681.  We heartily welcome Rex aboard and 
are confident he will be a worthwhile contributor to the 
Council and Yardley Village. 
 
As you know, Council has engaged Falcon Engineering 
Group to conduct stucco and stone moisture testing of all 
of the homes in Yardley Village.  There have been a 
number of questions raised regarding the testing process 
and its aims.   
 
The testing process consists of basically drilling two small 
holes about an inch apart though the exterior siding of the 
homes in the most potentially susceptible areas of water 
penetration.  These areas would include but are not 
limited to those around the bottom of all windows or 
doors which are unprotected by extended eaves or 
porches and areas around the ends of deck connections to 
the house.  Also, due to our prior history, around the 
bottom of walls.  Moisture meter probes are inserted into 
the sheathing behind the siding to measure the moisture 
content and check for signs of wood deterioration. The 
moisture content is designated as a number with a 
reading over 19 being unacceptable.  After the test is 
completed, the holes are sealed with color-matching 

caulk.  The results that come from invasive moisture 
testing on stucco homes are highly reliable when 
compared to any other process. 
 
The purpose of the process is not to determine the 
presence of mold but to determine the moisture content 
of the wood or wall sheathing which is the precursor of 
mold growth.  A high reading over 19 will usually require 
the removal of stucco/stone and wire mesh in order to 
determine the extent of the probable damage to the 
sheathing and then removal of any damaged or suspect 
wood.  The existence of mold would then be determined 
by a qualified company and all contaminated material 
removed by a company qualified to do so. 
 
One of the actions we, as the homeowners, can contribute 
to maintaining moisture free walls is to not allow the 
build-up of mulch or dirt at the front areas of our home 
and also along the side areas of our homes, both, on end 
units and inside courtyards 
 
Each of us should spend a little time, whenever we have 
the opportunity, and particularly after the application of 
mulch, to check these areas of our home.  Mulch or dirt 
should not be allowed to accumulate at or above the 
foundation level of the home.  If you cannot determine 
this situation at your home please contact one of the 
Maintenance Committee or Landscape Committee 
members who will arrange to look at your home in this 
regard. 
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In addition, please mention this article to your neighbors 
or better still pass along your copy of the newsletter. 
 
There can be no doubt that the implementation of this 
effort and all of its implications has been a major 
undertaking for Council over a prolonged period of time.  
The information accumulated by a special committee 
formed under John Babiec has been particularly helpful in 
determining where to especially look for problems based 
on past hiatory.  While the process is not foolproof, it is 
the most effective process available to determine 
excessive moisture within the sheathing behind the siding.   
Early identification of excessive moisture and its 
remediation is the best way to prevent unseen wood rot 
and mold from occurring. 
 
Now its time for the, hopefully rain free, Labor Day 
picnics, Labor Day sales and other festive activities. 

 
Joe Ciasullo 

Council Presiden 
  

Architecture Committee 
 

No report this month.   
Tony Bruno, Chairman 

 

Decoration Committee  
 

No report this month. 
Katie Worchaz, Chairperson 

 

Landscape Committee 
 
The Village received a much-needed pruning.  Two weeks 
of work by HMLD resulted in considerable clearing and 
visibility.  Careful attention was given to A/C unit clearing, 
access windows, stucco, windows, as well as walkways 
and driveways. 
 
Contractual Pruning review: 
Summer pruning during the growing season includes the 
shearing of evergreen and deciduous shrubs, junipers and 
ground covers, etc. and pruning of azaleas, rhododendron, 
andromeda to control growth and provide clearance for 
walkways, buildings, A/C, transformers, windows, and 
lighting up to 12 feet. 
 
Winter/Early spring pruning includes removal of dead 
wood from hydrangea, etc., and any shrubs that were 
flowering and therefore omitted during summer pruning. 
 
Although pruning cycles may result in loss of some buds to 
provide for clearing, breakage of limbs by heavy rain, ice, 
snow, wind etc. and the appetites of animals may also 

result in such loss.  HMLD is in the business of keeping 
living things healthy and looking good.  They do not time 
any work completion that would harm plantings.  
However, safety is their responsibility where plantings are 
concerned. 
 
HOMEOWNER HAS TWO CHOICES REGARDING PRUNING. 
 

1. Agree to contractual pruning as listed when and 

how landscaper proceeds 

2. DIY or someone else does the pruning.   

Not pruning is not a choice.  Safety and Insurance 
requirements need to be followed.  Maturity and 
unpredictable growth patterns of the above mentioned 
plantings require your attention and it will be completed 
for you as per your maintenance fee and the village 
contract with no effort on your part.  If you choose red 
tape on shrubs, etc. you are claiming responsibility and 
you must provide control. It will not just go away if left 
undone.  Homeowners should not interrupt workers to 
pursue individual requests.  This is a Village-wide contract; 
it is not an individual contract.  One can be arranged if you 
so wish. 
 

If left undone, when plantings become out of control 
beyond the contract, and the homeowner has chosen DIY 
pruning, the cost of correcting the situation will be 
charged to the homeowner. 
 

Additional items: 
 

Dwarf alberta spruce, regardless of whoever planted them 
is the homeowner’s responsibility.  Mature trees cannot 
be successfully pruned and they cannot be successfully 
transplanted. Many homeowners have already had the 
trees removed.  Good specimen but wrong placement. 
 
Ornamental trees and shrubs will be pruned once during 
the growing season to control growth and clearance as 
prescribed by the contract. 
 

Crepe myrtle pruning is the responsibility of the 
homeowner unless falling within the contract guidelines 
against a structure, walkway, etc.  This is a Hershey Mill 
practice not just in Yardley.   
 

Tall hydrangeas are pruned in winter/early spring to 
remove deadwood and to thin out.  Most Village 
hydrangeas fall within this need.  
 

Large leafed plants are not pruned by HMLD and never 
have been. They will prune off structures for clearance as 
per contract.  HMLD try to limit any damage to buds, 
however, winter weather and hungry animals sometime 
take over.   
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Items mentioned here are not new.  It is only now that the 
maturity of some plants and their overall growth pattern 
has become an issue.  Previously, the village was almost a 
blank canvas and some homeowners elected to delay 
pruning until plants reached a certain size. Following the 
guidelines of the landscape contract is important in order 
to try to stay within the budgeted expense. 

 

Mary Ellen Marra,Chairman 
 

Maintenance Committee 
 

No report this month.   
Ed Sweeney & Jim DiCarlo 

  

Yardley/Zephyr Social Committee 
 

The Yardley/Zephyr Bocce tournament, sponsored by the 
Social Committee and the Romeo Club, chaired by Marian 
Sweeney with Committee members, Jane Day, Joyce 
Cassel and Lynne Fleming has been a popular event and 
going well with 18 teams competing. Each team plays 
three times and is scored by points.  A winner will be 
announced after Labor Day. Marian has held three clinics 
for beginners and one more might be scheduled. This 
event has been a great way to meet new people and 
participants have been enjoying the competition and the 
fun. If the feedback is positive, another tournament will 
be scheduled next year. Special thanks to Rex 
Cassel, Romeo Club member, who has done a wonderful 
job with the pairing and the scores.  Hershey's Mill rules of 
the game have been followed. 

Joane McNamara 
Social Committee Co-Chair 

 

Yardley Activity Corner 
 

Yardley Village Romeo Club 
 

The next scheduled meeting will be held on Monday, 
September 9th, because of Labor Day.  Same place, 
Nudy’s, 9:00 a.m. 

   Jim Swalm 
 

Yadley Ladies Lunch 
 
The Yardley Ladies Lunch will be held on Monday 
September the 23

rd
 at 12:00.  We will be going to 

Ristorante Verona (www.ristoranteverona.com). It is 
located at 288 Lancaster Ave., Malvern, PA,  610-644- 
7464.  You can check out their menu on line and we will 
be getting separate checks. If you are able to attend 
please email Sue Dicarlo  suejimdicarlo@verizon.net or 
call her at 610 430 7462 before the 20

th
. 

Neighborhood News 
 

Welcome to Our New Neighbors 
 

Frank, Irene, and Rose Merenda, 1642 Yardley,  
  484-887-4087 
George & Ann Earle, 1632 Yardley, 484-887-8939 
William and Jane Hamilton, 1705 Yardley,  
  610-430-3546 

Lee Gamma 

 
Goshen Farmer’s Market  
 
The Goshen Farmer’s Market is back at East Goshen Park 
with lots of produce and other items.  Hours are 3-7 p.m. 
on Thursdays. 

Lee Gamma 

 
2013-2014 Hershey’s Mill Resident 
Phone Book 

 
I still have phone books for people who were gone when 
we delivered mid-July.  For those of you who want a 
second book the cost is $6 at Channel 20. 
 

Lee Gamma 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Please submit questions or comments to  
Lgamma1937@aol.com. 
 
 

Yardley Village Web Site 
 
Send your data and suggestions in an e-mail to 
webmaster@yardleyvillage.com

http://www.ristoranteverona.com/
mailto:suejimdicarlo@verizon.net
mailto:Lgamma1937@aol.com
mailto:webmaster@yardleyvillage.com
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Yardley Village Council and Committee Members 

 
 

Yardley Village Council   CSK Management, Inc. 
 
Joe Ciasullo, President    1012 West 9th Avenue, Suite 10 
Joane McNamara, Vice President  King of Prussia, PA  19406 
Al Zuccarello, Secretary    Janet Burgess, Manager 
Art DiGiuseppe, Treasurer   610-337-3500 
Rex Cassel, Member at Large  Fax: 610-337-0900  
 
www.yardleyvillage.com   jburgess@cskmgmt.com 
       cdecray@cskmgmt.com 
 
(Note new address and phone and fax numbers for CSK Management) 

 

K. Hovnanian Companies 
110 West Front St. 
Red Bank, NJ 07701 
 

Customer Service/Warranty 
1-800-428-2516 
Fax: 1-732-623-6966 
 

Email: edisonservice@ khov.com or 
dvdcustomercallcenter@khov.com 

 
 

 

 
Architecture Committee 
 
Anthony Bruno, Chair 
Jim Alexander 
Connie Campbell 
Annette Coleman 
Katie Worhacz 
 
Decoration Committee 
 
Katie Worhacz, Chair 
Nancy Hansen 
Judy Molt 
Marian Sweeney 
Edward Sweeney 
Lucy Watt 
Tom Watt 
 
Finance Committee 
 
Bob Moyer, Chair 
John Babiec 
Art DiGiuseppe 
Frank Merenda 
Jim Swalm 
 

 
Maintenance Committee 
 
 

Ed Sweeney, Chair 
Jim DiCarlo, Co-Chair 
John Babiec 
Rex Cassel 
Tom Day 
Ben Ellis 
Roger Fleming 
Dave Woodley 
Al Zuccarello 

 
Social Committee 
 

Janet Day, Co-Chair 
Joane McNamara, Co-Chair 
Marleen Babiec 
Edwina Brennan 

Susan Bronner 
Joyce Cassel 
Barbara Clancy 
Jean Duncan 
Lynne Fleming 
Jana Richey 
Judy Smelzer 
Marian Sweeney 

 
Newsletter Committee 

 
 

Lee Gamma, Chair 
Al Gamma 
Leslie Kirsch 
 
Landscape Committee 

 
Mary Ellen Marra, Chair 
Janet Day 
Bob Moyer 
Barbara Reeves-Cohen 
Judy Smeltzer 
Lynn Trump 
Val Woodley 

 
 
 
 

   Web Manager 

 
   Roger Fleming

http://www.yardleyvillage.com/
mailto:jburgess@cskmgmt.com
mailto:dvdcustomercallcenter@khov.com


 

 


